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The new Madison Square Garden, decked out for its
first political convention.

In quick almos? giddy successtion to the Tall Ships
A smooth and Queen Elizabeth's royal visit. New York
welcomed some 3,000 Democratic convention dele-

gates, sixty-twe of whom were from Illinois, with a

- gallant and generous sense of hospitality. To ease

mnven On their entry into the Big City, the visitors were offered

9 4 multitude of courtesy services — special transit

s passes, bargain tour and cruise rates, passes to all

free 0 s e the museums, special transportation to and from the
airports, bus service from the hotels (the IHlinois

delegation stayed at 'the Waldorf Astoria, where

TO battle-weal'y Mayor Daley had a floor-wide suite), discount
== arking, parties, tickets for Broadway shows and a
Democrats,a conciliatory i «

_sizeable corps of hosts and hostesses. New York

Ca.rter Seemed ! City officials admit they expect $8 million to be spent

by convention delegates, but say that their real
3 -C]( purpose was to project a warm image of the city to
JUSt tlle t et conventi s after all, may come back
some day as tourists. To this end, New York City
will spend $3.5 million ($1.9 just for the rental of
Madison Square Garden).

Despite the presentation of ‘‘Welcome to our
Town™ kits (stuffed with advertising goodies
ranging from Diane von Furstenbergperfume to
Personna Double-blade razors) and other promo-

tional packages to lure the out-of-town consumer
into the city's marketplace, many of the Illinois
delegates were comfortably contained in the
convention's inner world of meetings, briefings,
caususes and luncheons. The first of these events
was a Sunday night caucus, cocktail and dinner
hosted by Mayor Richard J. Daley of Chicago. Com-
ments on the proceedings were as varied as the
individuals who have rallied under the Carter
banner. One alternate delegate, in mildly sarcastic
tones, capsulized the scene as “‘a great and
wonderful evening with party luminaries.” Another
spoke in superlatives about the *‘superb™ com-
araderic. Several delegates however, chose to
attend a dinner given by Carter on Pier 88 of the
Hudson River; delegates H. Brent Deland and
James E. Withers, Sr. pronounced the evening a
wonderful time."

The enthusiasm of Brent DeLand and Jim Withers
for the Pier 88 party reflects their interest in Carter
that began in the early stages of his campaign. De-
Land brought Carter to Springfield for the first time
in September 1975 and Jim Withers has been
organizing support for the candidate in his
hometown of Loami since last fall. In fact, Withers’
drive and that of fellow Loamian Harold Dodd, head
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Mayor Daley, at lefi, has the satisfied look of 2 man
back in the saddle. The Rev. Jesse Jackson, right, is

pe that a big change

from that of 1972, when Jackson's delegation was
seated in place of Daley’s. This year Jackson is
tly labelléd ‘guest.”

of the National Farmers’ Union, has given Loami
(pop. 600) the distinction of having raised more
money per capita for Carter than any other town in
the state. DeLand thinks that this support reflects
Carter's enormous popularity with farmers; “the
small ones, not corporate,”’ he says. Those people
that started with Carter as long ago as early last
winter are “‘everyday citizens,"”" he says.

Withers says that Jimmy Carter appeals to farm
folk because **he’s an ordinary man you can talk to.
There's no man smart enough to know everything,
and Jimmy Carter knows how to listen. When he
came March 10, Loami fell in love with him. The
town gave him three votes to Humphrey, twenty to
Wallace and the reste of the 250 total to Jimmy.™"
Withers also remembers that when he was driving in
a car with Carter during that visit, he told Carter that
a stand on inheritance tax would be *‘real popular.”
Carter said he was sympathetic to a reduction of
inheritance tax, but explaincd that he could not
commit himself until he knew all the facts. Says
Withers, with pride. **He wants to live up to every
promise.”

In the early primary, says Deland, the Carter
delegates were a group apart from the party
regulars. He remembers that, at the beginning,

three-quarters of the platform people were not
Carter people, but as more primaries were held, that
changed. “If everyone would have been for Carter
at the time of the March 16 primary, as they seem to
be now, we would have won the presidential
preference not with 45 percent but with 75-80
percent,” says DeLand.

Deland, who was also involved with the
McGovern and McCarthy campaigns, says he’s more
liberal than Jimmy Carter. He recalls an incident
with Carter which he says stirred his commitment to
the candidate. ““He was introduced to a little girl by
her parents who said she was shy but wanted to meet
him. Carter picked her up, gave her a kiss, put her
down. A minute later he returned-to her and said,
**You know, the worst thing about this campaign is
that I have to be away from my little girl.”” As
DeLand tells this story his eyes fill with tears, and he
is silent. When asked about what issues of Carter's
he supports, he cites his stand oppesing a
Constitutional amendment banning abortion and-his
desire to pardon Vietnam war evaders.

Once the delegates had settled under the red,

white and blue bunting in their orange folding chairs
on Monday night, the general atmosphere in the
lllinois delegation (and, indeed, throughout the
mighty assembly) was ome of calm, though
expectant, unity. There were few surprises; some
were disappointed by the dull keynote address of
Sen. John Glenn (D-Ohio); very few expected the
speech by Rep. Barbara Jordan (D-Texas) to be quite
so exalted or to cause so much excitement (the
audience applauded for five minutes before she even
began). At the lllinois delegation a short but upbeat
visit by Gov. Dan Walker caused a ripple of
attention. Walker pledged his support of Jimmy
Carter, said he didn’t want to have a Republican
governor in the state of lllinois, and that he would
*‘campaign vigorously for Mike Howlett.” Walker
was also busy elsewhere, appearing by himself at

fifteen D and P on

Will the platform
- s -
float in Ilinois?

Part practical, part utopian, mostly tailored
to fit Jimmy Carter’s tastes, the Democratic
party platform should meet with mixed
reception in lllinois. In a state where the work
ethic reigns, the platform’s design to reduce
the unemployment rate to 3 percent through
government employment programs is sure to
stir debate. So will a plan for direct
government involvement in wage and price
decisions.

The Democrats even seem ready to take on
the IRS. Their platform calls for a complete
overhaul of our clearly inequitable taxing
structure. They also assert that the time is
right for a national health insurance program,
financed in part through general tax funds, and
an overhaul of the welfare system. “‘Income
maintenance”” would be substituted for the
present direct payment program, guaranteeing
a minimum wage to the working poor; those
able to work would be put through compulsory
training programs.

Perhaps the most potentially divisive part of
the platform is the party’s bold stance on
abortion. Recognizing, it says, the legitimate
religious aspects of the subject. the platform
nonetheless opposes a constitutional amend-
ment_on abortion. That plainly allows recent
Supreme Court decisions to stand. Michael
Howlett, a Roman Catholic, spoke for some
lllinoisans in objecting.

The Democrats have pledged themselves
through the platform to search for a method of
providing school aid to nonpublic schools, to
employ busing as a desegregation tool only of
last resort, and, also sure to raise some dust, a
stepped-up effort to better control the manu-
facture, assembly and sale of handguns.

W.F.

- marriage and family lifs education
Rachell N. Anderson, M.S.
2075 South Fifth Street
" llinois 62703

CHAPTER ONE Bookstore

A Stranger in the Mirror by Sidney Sheldon

Fairhills Mall Springfield 546-0305,

302 E. Adams * Springfield
217/522-3353

Children’s Books

Let me take some of the worry out of
your next move. Ajier 23 years with
North American Van Lines, I know
we have only one thing to offer —
SERVICE. Please call me for FREE

(S northAmerican

ILLINI MOVING & STORAGE, Inc.
Moving —Packing — Storage
4765 Industrial Park Ave.
Springfield, IIl. 62705

traditional men's clothing e 217/529-6641
#l Old Capitol Plaza North H._ETTY O:M VUGHLIN N
Springfield 753-8036 Vice President 10T F8347-MC.
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Tu.sday alone.

While Peter D .in's orchestra played jaunty
tunes, Robert S. Strauss, the party’s national
chairman, and others called fot a final break with the
*“‘Nixon-Ford Administration.” Tom Hayden, an
alterndte_ in the California delegation (who was
tear-gassed and indicted at the Chicago Democratic
Convention eight years ago) callled for the country to
rid itself of the present administration. So did the
activist Jesse Jackson, as he visited the lllinois
delegation, urging that “we change our fate
Washington.”" When asked about Mayor Daley's

in the del i he that he was
glad to see the mayor. Jackson added that at prior
conventions Daley had failed to meet his obligation
on black quotas, but that this year he had. (Jackson
was referring to the 1972 convention, when the
Credentials Committee voted to bar Daley and his
followers. seating Jackson's group instead.)

Throughout the evening, James Wall, head of
Hlinois® Carter delegation, was on his feet. either in
conversation with members of the group or talking
on the white princess phone installed at the back of
the deleg: n’s seating area. When Wall joined the
Carter campaign in October 1975, it may have been a
surprise to some of those who remember his
association with the McGovern campaign. A
Methodist minister and editor of Christian Century
Magazine. Wall says that today he finds acceptable a
man of Carter's conservatism. *‘l determined
carly.” he says, that | wanted to support a man with
a capacity to govern, who.could make the country
respond in “76 and also deal with ideological matters
without being inflaimmatory. The country won't
respond to ideological warfare.” Wall is particularly
impressed by Carter's intelligence (**One of the
reasons | decided to work for him'*) and by Carter's

At-large delegate Michacl Howlett politicks with the
lllinois delegation in the Garden. He comes out of
the convention not only with resounding support
from Carter, but firmer support from Tlinois’
present governor — worked out over a breakfast in
New York’s Warwick Hotel. Howlett’s running
mate, Neil Hartigan, trails behind.

platforms. He cites Carter’s intention to réduce the
amount of money spent on the military as one issue
which he is personally interested in.

Wall also reveals a realism about politics that
Carter must have if he is to deal effectively as
President., Says Wall: **Politics is compromise and
adjustment.”’ The Democratic party’s recent ability
to compromise and adjust has been startlingly
evident since mid-June, when the Democratic
Platform Committee put together a package of
planks on knotty issues such as defense spending,
foreign policy, national health insurance, gun
controls and abortion — and, miraculously, stayed
in agreement. And when the convention took up its
platform business on Monday night, the presenta-
tion took place in a smooth, astonishingly brief
two-hour session. It was a striking contrast to the
Miami convention in *72 when eleven hours of public
debate on controversial platform topics weakened
the image of party togetherness — and the party
itself.

For some people, the party was trying just a little
too hard to avoid debate. The uninflammatory
atmosphere in the caucuses and at the convention
left a few delegates quietly smoldering, especially
minority groups such as blacks and women. One
irritated  delegate was Bonnie Rubenstein, an
alternate from the Twentieth District who sat in for
ate Peter Mack part of the evening while Mack
6ther delegations.” She
n's caucus meeting had
left many attenders dissatisfied. The compromise
resolution, accepted on Tuesday morning, in the
interest of pa unity, used the wordin *shall
promote equal division between delegate men and

PR,
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plamks of the party's platform. This would have
required a rule change, which they delegates v¢=d
down by a count of 1,975 to 735.

Wynette Frazier, a black woman who is shll an
uncommitted alternate delegate watched the crowd
respond to Barbara-Jordan and said, “*He's crazy not
to seriously consider her.”" Although she feels that
Carter never made his stand clear on minorities and
the inner city, she said she was heartened by the
black caucus held Monday which she considered a

Please turn to page 26

CHARTPAK TRANSFER LETTERING
BALSA WOOD
STRATHMORE PAPERS
TARA CANVAS
CRESCENT CARDBOARD
SHIVA OILS
LIQUITEX ACRYLIC
WINSOR NEWTON WATER COLORS
MAGIC MARKERS
PRISMA COLOR PENCILS

"ids Rep. Paul Simon, always jaunty in his bow tie, sl
e e M AR Ty STANRITE EASELS
. COLOR TREE ARTS, INC.

1401 S. MacArthur
546-5653 9-5:30 Sat. 9 -5

women.”" This was not as strong as the original
wording, that would have required equal represen-
tation for women at the 1980 convention. Ruben-
stein says that the constant talk about **promqting
party unity’" gives her a ‘“‘strange intuition about
Carter.™

One group of delegates asked that members of the

convention be allowed to make speeches on disputed a u
)
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Convention ...continued from page 5

turning point in her support of Carter. In this
meetings, Carter renewed his pledge to name blacks
to high-level jobs. including arcas in which they have
not yet served.

Black delegates were disappointed that black
representation has shrunk at the convention, from 15
pereent at the 1972 gathering to 11 percent this
session.  But the lllinois delegation has a greater
number of blacks than it did in 1972.

Despite the resentment of some delegates, most
empered.  Liese Ricketts, a delegate
n the Seventeenth District, seated next

from Crete,
to John J. Houlihan felt that the women's minority

report would smooth itself out.  She spoke
emphatically with a husky voice, looking back to past

conventions and her former favorites, Muskie and
Humphrey.  After saying that she was glad to
welcome Mayor Daley back, she explained her own
reason for running for delegate: **1 wanted to be
here in an active way so that it would be better this
time.” Carter, she says, *is pulling together North
and South,”" and winning the trust of farm people
such as herself. *'He doesn’t want the farmer to be
driven from the farm. As an issue it hasn’t come out
vet, but in speeches he’s talked about making the
productive part of our land truly productive.”™ Then
Ricketts comments with rhetoric that seems to bind
these Hlinois Carter supporters even more than
political ideology: **We need a sense of integrity in
politics and Carter is giving it to us."

As the convention moved toward its formal
endorsement of Carter, and toward the selection of

his running mate, the general mood ranged from the
concilatory to the jubilant. Nearly everyone seemed
so excitied by the possibility of a big win in
November that they were willing to bury the hatchet
for now. Even Mayor Daley seemed happy. back in
his seat after the humiliation of 1972, leading the

state’s delegates — not a kingmaker, perhaps, but
honored and flattered just the same.

The only cloud over the lllinois Democrats was
caused by the uncertainty of future relations
between Daley people and Carter people. Some of
Carter's followers feel that their man really does
represent the *“‘little people,”” and they are loathe to

their man” usurped by big-city politicians.
Carter may need all the conciliatory skill displayed at
the convention to prevent such factional strife from
developing. — Victoria Pope
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